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How IT can help nursing to avoid its perfect storm 
- BCS HC 2012, 2-3 May -


According to Susan Hamer, a fellow of the Queens Nursing Institute, there is so much for nurses to be passionate about when it comes to IT in healthcare. The message will be part of a presentation on strategic leadership for nurses at the forthcoming HC2012, the definitive annual health informatics conference run by BCS, The Chartered Institute for IT in association with The Guardian. 

Susan, National Director of Nursing, Midwifery and the Allied Health Professions, The Clinical Division: Department of Health Informatics Directorate, will present on the first day of the conference which takes place 2-3 May, at the Business Design Centre in London. 
Susan explains: “Information and technology can help nursing to avoid its perfect storm; we have some real challenges facing nursing, top of the list are: the changing workforce demographic, using our expert nurses to best effect, and reducing variation in how we deliver care. All set in a context of a rapidly evolving relationship with patient and carers.“

Susan’s presentation will be part of the stream “clinical leadership in a changing world, developing the chief clinical information officer (CCIO) role”. The stream will also feature presentations on “Engaging nurses in IT change in an Acute hospital” and “Lessons from leading nursing change to paperless working”.
The programme for the two day conference will be split across a number of streams and feature several high profile speakers. The conference has a number of key partners including NICE, the NHS Confederation, the NHS Information Centre, UKTI and Intellect’s Healthcare Council. In addition, BCS is also working in collaboration with the Royal College of Physicians Health Informatics Unit and the Royal College of Psychiatrists Informatics Committee.

In addition, there will be opportunities for delegates to learn through the skills workshops run in conjunction with ASSIST and the best practice theatre where visitors can see real life practical examples of how systems and technology have supported services in performing routine operational practice. Delegates will also be able to gain academic credit for learning gained through attendance at the conference through the Universities of Brighton and Surrey ReQ mark of approval which has been given to the conference.

Several other organisations will also hold their events within the umbrella of HC2012. They include: the ASSIST Annual Conference, the Institute of Health Records & Information Management (IHRIM) national conference, the UK Faculty of Health and the Multidisciplinary Assessment of Technology Centre for Healthcare (MATCH) which will run its annual Public Interest Forum.

Full details and registration information can be found at: http://hc2012.bcs.org
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Our mission as BCS, The Chartered Institute for IT, is to enable the information society.  We promote wider social and economic progress through the advancement of information technology science and practice.  We bring together industry, academics, practitioners and government to share knowledge, promote new thinking, inform the design of new curricula, shape public policy and inform the public. 

Our vision is to be a world-class organisation for IT. Our 70,000 strong membership includes practitioners, businesses, academics and students in the UK and internationally. We deliver a range of professional development tools for practitioners and employees.  A leading IT qualification body, we offer a range of widely recognised qualifications. 
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